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The project started in May 2003 with the aim to: 

¶ To address some of the social concerns that were evident such as the considerable 

number of ASBOôs and obvious isolation of older people. 

¶ Open the church building up during the week to be used for Community based 

activities to benefit the people of Matchborough. 

¶ Undertake a needs analysis of the people of Matchborough and to establish 

projects that would help to address or alleviate the indentified needs. 

 

Support families                      Prevent isolation in older people 

 

Give opportunities to  Support Young People and give them a  

learn new skills in the  voice in the community. 

community 

 

Improve communication 

Research carried out under the Tear Fund ñChurch Community and Change 

Projectò identified the above areas for the Projectôs work. In the first two years 

we had  professional advice and guidance funded by Tear Fund.  

 

ñMy hopes are that Matchborough will 

be an area where people feel safe and 

there are lots of activities for all 

age groups to entertain themselves. ò 

Member of the Youth Forum  

 



- A range of adult education courses 
eg watercolour painting, card-making, I.T. and 

opportunities to gain national qualifications in 

some areas. 

- Supporting families- ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ΨIƻǿ ǘƻ 
       Drug-proof Your KidǎΩΣ 5ŀŘǎ ϧ [ŀŘǎΣ .ƻȅǎнaŜƴΦ 

 
- Supporting younger people ς Youth Forum, work in        

local schools 
 

- Communication ς Police Surgery & visits,   
Matchborough Voice 
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Morning  Afternoon   Evening 

Monday Pilates 
  9.30-10.30 
 

Tuesday    мΦлл aǳƳΩǎ ϧ ¢ƻŘŘƭŜǊǎ 
     (run by Louise Morgan) 
  School assemblies     Youth Forum 
Wednesday Watercolour Painting   Watercolour Painting /Card making 
  10.30-12.30    1pm-3pm  Boys2Men 
 
 
 
Thursday ²ŜŜƪ  ! hƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ [ǳƴŎƘ /ƭǳō мн-2pm 
  ²ŜŜƪ . hƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ  !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ /ƭǳō млΦол-2pm 
         Dads & Lads 
 
 
 
Friday  I.T. Class  
  9.15-11.45         
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

WHAT THE PROJECT OFFERS 

-  Fortnightly lunch club for older people serving 

a two course hot lunch followed by 

entertainment or an activity. Meals provided by 

WRVS. 

- Fortnightly Activity club for older people- craft 

skills, games, with a health or well being input 

such as a hairdresser followed by lunch. 

 

Both clubs offer free door to door transport. 

 



 

Providing Adult Education in the 

Community 

We continue to offer a range of courses in 

the community through partnerships with 

Redditch N.E.W. College, Action Sport and 

some courses we run ourselves to get the 

best deal for our participants. 

The two watercolour painting classes have 

flourished and the advanced class held 

their first exhibition of their work at 

Wythall Library. By employing the tutor 

ourselves we offer the cheapest 

watercolour painting classes in the area.  

I.T. in the Community is as popular as ever 

and the group want to continue to take a 

course offering national qualifications 

next year so we will be offering OCN Level 

2 I.T.  A number of the local Polish 

Community have joined our I.T. Courses in 

order to gain qualifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We run a Pilates course on Monday 

mornings in partnership with Action 

Sport. This is well supported and actively 

promotes a healthy lifestyle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our community courses have acted as a 

way back in to learning for some people 

who have gone on to professional award 

bearing courses at Redditch College. 

Many older people attend our courses, 

looking to develop new skills or take up a 

hobby. They benefit from having the 

courses in the community in which they 

live and others develop friendship with 

other people in the community. 

All courses are publicised in the 

Matchborough Voice and the Redditch 

Advertiser, the local newspaper. 

Approximately 50 people a week have 

benefitted from our courses this year. 

We have accommodated and cared for 2 

members of the community who have 

learning difficulties on our card making 

courses. 

REVIEW OF OUR WORK THIS YEAR 

 

άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎŀƛƴ Ƴy self 

confidence and enter into the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ 

Member of I.T. Class 



 

Working to Support Families in the Community 

Our work in this area this year has focussed on working to support Fathers & Sons of 

differing ages. 

Dads & Lads Project 

During ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŜ Ǌŀƴ ŀ т ǿŜŜƪ ά5ŀŘǎ ϧ [ŀŘǎέ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 

ƛǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ CŀǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ Ǉƻǎǘ мс ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άǎƻƴǎέ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ 

the foundation stage in school 3-5 years. Many of the activities took part in the newly 

completed Nursery Danish Garden. 

¶ у  Ψ5ŀŘǎ ϧ [ŀŘǎΩ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ                 

1 evening a week - Summer Term 

¶ The  Community Project Worker 

led sessions which involved a 30 

minute discussion with the fathers 

about parenting issues while the 

boys were in a crèche, followed by 

an activity where the father & son 

worked together. 

¶ A visiting teacher was employed to 

lead the story telling session and 

using tools with young children.  

 

¶ Activities done by fathers & sons 

included : a circus of physical 

activities, storytelling, making a 

bird feeder, cooking on a camp 

fire, parachute & relay games & 

den making for a toy animal. 

¶ There was excellent attendance 

throughout the course and it was  

well received by the Dads who 

were most enthusiastic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


